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NOTICES. 

At a recent meeting of the American Dialect Society a committee was ap- 
pointed to supervise the reading of American books, for the purpose of collecting 
all words and uses of words not yet recorded in dictionaries. This is part of the 
larger work of the Society in gathering all dialectal material which represents 
spoken and written usage in America. Such material will be eventually incor- 
porated, it is hoped, in a compendious American Dialect Dictionary, similar to 
the English Dialect Dictionary now in course of publication. 

The reading of American books for this purpose has already begun, but the 
committee desires to secure more volunteers for this great and important under- 
taking. The books to be read include especially all dialect novels, as well as 
dialect stories and sketches in magazines or special volumes. Besides, American 
books of all sorts, particularly books of early date, may furnish valuable material. 
Any one who wishes to assist in the reading is invited to address the chairman of 
the committee, stating the book or books he wishes to undertake, or asking for 
assignment of reading. Such volunteers will receive a circular of directions, de- 
scribing a simple and uniform plan of collecting and reporting dialect words. 

The committee hopes to secure the cooperation of teachers of English or other 
languages in colleges and schools, of clergymen, and of people of leisure who are 
interested in observing peculiarities in language. The assistance of all such, as 
well as of any others who are willing to undertake the reading, is earnestly 
solicited. 

To most readers of this notice the importance of such an enterprise need not 
be urged. The undertaking should appeal to all Americans, as contributing to settle 
the relations of English in Britain and America, and as showing the growth and 
development of the language upon American soil. Besides, the Dictionary, which 
will doubtless grow out of the work of the Dialect Society, will be a reliable com- 
pendium of American usage, useful not only, to this, but to coming generations. 

The committee in general charge of the work consists of Professor Benjamin I. 
Wheeler of Cornell University, Mr. E. H. Babbitt of Columbia, and the chairman, 
whose name appears below. 

O. F. EMERSON. 

Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. 



Beginning with No. 2, the following Co-editors will share with the Managing 
Editor the editorial responsibility for their respective departments : — 

For the Department of English : 

Albert S. Cook, Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 
For the History of German Literature : 

Horatio S. White, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 
For the Historical Grammar of the Germanic Dialects : 

George A. Hench, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
European Co-editor : 

Georg Holz, University of Leipzig, Germany. 



*** Contributions intended for the Journal of Germanic Philology may be submitted to 
the Managing Editor, or to the Co-editor for the department concerned. 



